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SUBJECT: FMG WARNS AGAINST "IRRESPONSIBLE STATEMENTS" 

REF: LAGOS 1834 

1 . FMG REACTED WITH UNUSUAL DISPATCH AND FIRMNESS TO SOME OF 
THE MORE INTEMPERATE REMARKS MADE IN CONNECTION WITH FIRST 
ANNIVERSARY ASSASSINATION MURTALA MUHAMMED (REFTEL). IN OFFICIAL 
STATEMENT ISSUED FEBRUARY 17, GOVERNMENT WARNED NIGERIANS TO 
DESIST FROM MAKING "IRRESPONSIBLE STATEMENTS OR REMARKS CAPABLE 
OF CAUSING DISAFFECTION AMONG THE PEOPLE OF THE COUNTRY." 

SUCH ACTIVITY, SAID THE GOVERNMENT, WAS UNPATRIOTIC AND COULD 
MISLEAD THE PUBLIC. AFFIRMING THAT THE PRESENT ADMINISTRATION 
WOULD CONTINUE UPHOLD THE PRINCIPLE OF FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION, 

THE STATEMENT WENT ON TO CRITICIZE NIGERIANS IN RESPONSIBLE 
POSITIONS WHO MAKE REMARKS BASED ON FALSEHOODS. 

2. WHAT GOT GOVERNMENT'S GOAT, APPARENTLY, WERE REMARKS OF 
HISTORY LECTURER ABDULLAHI AT BAYERO UNIVERSITY COLLEGE, KANO, 
WHO RAILED AGAINST THE FOREIGN PRESENCE IN NIGERIA AND WAS 
PARTICULARLY VEHEMENT AGAINST BRITISH (PARA 2, REFTEL). 
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GOVERNMENT STATEMENT TOOK PAINS TO DAMPEN ANYONE'S THOUGHT OF 
REVIVING THE XENOPHOBIC ATMOSPHERE OF LAST SUMMER. IN ITS 
REJECTION OF ABDULLAHI'S CHARGES, FMG TERMED "MISCHIEVOUS” 

AND "ILLOGICAL" LECTURER'S EFFORTS DRAW PARALLELS BETWEEN 
BRITAIN'S DECISION BREAK RELATIONS WITH UGANDA OVER DEATH OF 
DORAH BLOCH (ENTEBBE) AND FMG(S FAILURE BREAK WITH LONDON OVER 
MUHAMMED'S MURDER "ESPECIALLY SINCE INVESTIGATION INTO THE 
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EVENTS HAS NOT REVEALED BRITISH INVOLVEMENT." 

3. COMMENT: THIS IS FIRST TIME FIRST TIME FMG HAS PUBLICLY 
GONE ON RECORD ABSOLVING BRITISH OF COMPLICITY IN LAST YEAR'S 
ABORTIVE COUP. HIGH COMMISSION IS, AS MIGHT BE EXPECTED, 

VERY PLEASED. 

EASUM 
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